The document is a newsletter from the International Council of Epsilon Sigma Alpha (ESA), highlighting updates, events, and messages from leadership for February 2026.
President Celeste's February Message
Celeste Webb shares updates and encourages kindness during February while announcing changes in the International Council.
· February is a month for love, history, and kindness.
· Leadership Zoom meeting scheduled for February 7th with Jason Wyatt.
· Misty Evans steps down as corresponding secretary; Patty Gale appointed as her replacement.
· Updates on awards and recognition forms available on the ESA website.
· Information about the upcoming IC Convention in Virginia titled "Sweet Virginia Breeze." ​
Margaret Kramer's Update on Convention
Margaret Kramer reflects on her holiday experiences and provides updates on the upcoming IC Convention.
· Enjoyed family time and community service during the holidays.
· Successfully recovered from carotid artery surgery.
· Planning for the 2026 IC Convention with Virginia team.
· Encourages ticket purchases for a condo stay and hotel bookings. ​
· Midyear meeting scheduled in Palm Springs after the Western Fling. ​
Convention Details and Registration Information
The 2026 International Convention will take place in Norfolk, Virginia, with various registration options and hotel details.
· Convention dates: July 15-19, 2026, at Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel. ​
· Full registration fee: $300 (by May 1, 2026) or $350 (after May 1, 2026). ​
· Hotel room rates: $169 plus tax for single/double occupancy.
· Registration forms must be submitted by June 1, 2026, with payment options specified. ​
Workshop Planning Tips from Brenda Fields
Brenda Fields shares insights on planning engaging workshops for conventions and meetings. ​
· Workshops should be fun, motivational, and organized. ​
· A hands-on workshop will pack backpacks for ForKids, supporting local children.
· Donations can be made via an Amazon Wishlist for convenience. ​
Reflections from Past International Presidents
Lynda Edwards compiles heartfelt messages from past International Presidents about their love for ESA. ​
· Past presidents express gratitude for friendships and personal growth through ESA. ​
· Themes of love, service, and community are prevalent in their reflections.
· Each president highlights the impact of ESA on their lives and the lives of others.
Hope for Heroes: Valentine's Day Tribute
A tribute to the Tunnel to Towers Foundation, celebrating the courage and love of heroes. ​
· The foundation provides mortgage-free homes to families of fallen heroes. ​
· Focus on eradicating veteran homelessness through housing and support services. ​
· The foundation has helped over 10,000 veterans with housing and services. ​
Suggested Attractions for Norfolk Visitors
A list of recommended places to visit in Norfolk during the 2026 ESA IC Convention. ​
· USS Wisconsin/Nauticus: Interactive maritime museum. ​
· Norfolk Botanical Gardens: Beautiful landscapes for nature lovers. ​
· Virginia Zoo: Diverse animal exhibits. ​
· Historic sites like Colonial Williamsburg and Historic Jamestown are within an hour's drive. ​
Virginia Beach Attractions and Activities
Virginia Beach offers a variety of recreational and cultural experiences along its scenic boardwalk and nearby attractions.
· The Virginia Beach Boardwalk stretches three miles along the Atlantic Ocean, from 2nd Street to 40th Street. ​
· Ocean Breeze Water Park features a million-gallon wave pool, water slides, a wild water river, and a water playground for children. ​
· The Hampton Roads Naval Museum celebrates the U.S. Navy's history in the region and is co-located with Nauticus. ​
· The MacArthur Memorial honors General Douglas MacArthur and the service of military personnel during major wars. ​
Epsilon Sigma Alpha (ESA) Member Engagement
ESA emphasizes the importance of connection and community among its members to enhance the organization’s impact and experience. ​
· ESA thrives when members feel connected, valued, and recognized for their contributions. ​
· The organization focuses on strengthening member experiences through creative welcoming initiatives and support for one another. ​
· Personal touches, such as handwritten notes and recognition of contributions, are encouraged to foster community bonds. ​
Social Media's Role in ESA Growth
Social media is a vital tool for ESA to expand its reach, engage youth, and showcase its mission and accomplishments. ​
· Social media allows ESA to share its mission and increase visibility beyond local communities. ​
· Engaging posts and member spotlights help educate the public about ESA's values and impact. ​
· Active online presence attracts younger generations, showcasing leadership opportunities and service initiatives. ​
· Social media fosters real-time engagement, building community and encouraging continued involvement. ​
ESA State and Regional Updates
Various ESA chapters across states are actively engaging in philanthropic efforts and social events to strengthen community ties.
· Illinois is preparing for a Spring Gathering on March 7, 2026, and a state convention in June. ​
· Indiana members enjoyed holiday gatherings and are looking forward to a productive 2026. ​
· Georgia chapters are hosting fundraisers for local charities, including a stone painting event and a suncatcher-making event for St. Jude.
· Kansas chapters focus on social activities and philanthropic projects, including support for local advocacy centers and the St. Jude Dream Home.
Louisiana Chapters' Holiday Celebrations
Louisiana ESA chapters celebrated the holiday season through charitable activities and social gatherings. ​
· Alpha Alpha hosted "Santa’s Workshop," providing gift bags to 41 veterans at a nursing home. ​
· Alpha Delta collected toys for a local toy drive and adopted a patient from St. Jude Hospital.
· Zeta Rho and Beta Gamma engaged in educational and charitable activities, including supporting local arts and families in need.
Honoring ESA Leaders and Legacy
ESA honors the contributions of long-serving members and celebrates their legacies within the organization.
· Linda Bomar is recognized for over 60 years of service, including roles as Texas State President and International Council President. ​
· A virtual event on February 15, 2026, will honor her legacy and present her 60-Year Service Pin. ​
Virginia State Council Updates
The Virginia State Council is preparing for the upcoming IC Convention and other state events while fostering community engagement. ​
· The IC Convention will take place in Norfolk in July, with local chapters actively involved in planning.
· Virginia chapters are organizing various fundraising events, including a Zoom Trivia Night and a St. Patrick’s Day Dinner. ​

